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1. Project  title

Media Centre staging server for development of educational web applications 

2. Objectives

The project provides enables the development of new web applications in support of education at the University of the South Pacific.

3. Expected Outcomes

The proposed project will provide a staging server for the development of web application is support of education at the University of the South Pacific, such as Open Source Content Management Systems (OS CMS) and Collaborative Web Applications (WIKIs).

4. Beneficiaries

The project benefits both students and staff from all 12 of USP’s member nations, including the Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Niue, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu. Currently, the University of the South Pacific Media Centre has no server  for the development of education web tools. Custom web applications such as Open Source Content Management Systems (OS CMS) empower lecturers without technical skills to provide course materials online for their students. Collaborative Web Applications such as a WIKI enable students to get involved in the online discourse, providing a tool for adding vital cultural context to coursework often developed according to a specific Western or Pacific pedagogy.
5. Project Description

5. 1 Background 

USP   initiated a Multimedia Unit at the Media Centre in April of 2002 in order to create interactive educational materials such as CD-roms and websites. This has been a successful program so far, and during this pilot period we have identified the need for a web server for the testing and development of more powerful web-based applications. 

5.2 Justification

While the CD-roms and websites we can develop without access to a web server are incredibly helpful, they are only one-way media. That is, without a server for the testing of database-driven and server-side approaches, we can only create media for perusal by students. A Media Centre staging server will enable the development of tools that allow staff and students to produce content on the web and communicate with each other in specific educational contexts. The development of two-way media empowers students to use applications specifically designed for education at USP in a self-directed and contributory process, vastly expanding the potential reach of the technology.

5.3 Project Activities

As this project is in fact a seed for future projects, the activities are rather simple. After purchasing the necessary equipment, staff will attend a Linux administration-training course. Upon completion, we will install the system.  At this point, the activities of this project will have been completed, but the real benefits will have just begun. The Media Centre will have a valuable tool at their disposal for the development of database-driven and server-side web applications.

6. Budget

All prices are in Fiji Dollars ($FJ).

Item                Description                       Qty 
Unit
    Pre-VAT
301111-371    DL380G3 Xeon 2.8GHz Server               1     $5464     $5464

              Intel Xeon Processor 2.8GHz,2 supported.

              512KB cache. 512MB PC2100 DDR SDRAM

              Two NC7781 PCI-X Gigabit NIC 10/100/1000

              Smart Array 5i Plus Controller 24x CD-RO

              2U rack form factor.

257915-B21    Xeon 2800 processor                      1     $1420     $1420

300680-B21    2048Mb (2x1024Mb) advanced EDD PC2100 DD 2     $2219     $4438

              SDRAM DIMM memory

300679-B21    1024Mb (2x512Mb) advanced EDD PC2100 DDR 1     $1068     $1068

286714-B22    72GB 10K U320 Universal Drive            4     $1044     $4176

313054-B21    Redundant Hot Plug Power Supply Option K 1      $417      $417

293048-B21    Hot Plug Redundant Fan DL380G3           1      $351      $351

146197-B22    40/80GB External DLT Tape Drive          1     $4517     $4517

295192-B21    Type IV DLT tape cartridge (7 pack)      1      $942      $942

              For use in 35/70GB and 20/40GB DLT Drive

261615-378    S9500 19" Corporate Monitor - 2 Tone     1      $808      $808

204404-B31    COMPAQ UPS R1500 XR                      1     $1587     $1587

              (1.5KVA,Rackmount)

_______________________________________

Sub-total
 

 $25188.00

+ Duty/Vat
  

 $32744.40

Linux Admin Training
  $5000.00

_______________________________________

Total


    $FJ 37744.40
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