
“BOTO”:
base, principle,

firm, true,
(also a tree trunk)
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Indigenous Education in Kiribati

Discretion & Secrecy

virtuous

humble

discrete w/
knowledge

highest degree
of knowledge

wanawana

Exchange of knowledge

"a full binobino makes no
noise"

"one finds a reluctance to
volunteer information in an

open exchange system"
(Rennie, S, 1981)

The Specialist - e.g.
canoe-maker gives

services in exchange

"UA" swim: outsider given
knowledge in an exchange

rote

through repetition

ability to perceive and perform (Bingham, 1908:11)

rabakau sometimes given
in lieu of land to youngest

"a person who is wanawana is
highly cultured and shows it in
how he lives... A person who is
clever and very knowledgeable
comes to naught if he doesn't
practice his cuture. He is ou.""

(Nakibae, T. 1997)
Steps of education

OVERALL THEMES

selective imparting of knowledge

consensual decision-making

gender-based distribution of
knowledge

knowledge as sacred commodity?
guarded, so community is

necessary

wise = knowledge + culture?

division between rote and
perceptual knowledge

from Teaero, Teweiariji, 2003, Indigenous Education in Kiribati, Chapter 11. From Educational ideas from Oceania : selected readings / edited by Konai Helu
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Indigenous Education in Kiribati: HOW DOES THIS IMPACT ED MM DESIGN?

layers of
simplicity

Not just simple to hard, but rote to
perceptual. Practice then concept.
Teach building blocks, then build

with blocks

steps of education go from rote to
perceptual, culture important

aversion to question seniors

specializations are key to
community cohesion

 E-anonymity
or shyness?

"How many coconuts have
you eaten?" Respect for
seniority, culture, will not

question seniors

selective imparting of knowledge

consensual decision-making

gender-based distribution of
knowledge

knowledge as sacred commodity?
guarded, so community is

necessary

wise = culture + knowledge?

division between rote and
perceptual knowledge

steps of education go from rote to
perceptual, culture important

aversion to question seniors

specializations are key to
community cohesion

THEMES

atatai (aquanted with)

taneiai (experienced)

rabakau (knowledgeable)

bwakuaku (expert)

wanawana (wise)

(Notes on Ed MM to discuss )

QUESTIONS IMPACT on MM

 how connected are today's youth
to these methods?

Effect on being the receiver?

Discuss more! This could be key!

Where do computers fit in here? Tools?
Underlings? Seniors imparting

knowledge?

what are some examples?

knowledge as
sacred

commodity:
valuing system

in Ed MM?

only between equal peers, elders have the power

consensual decision also result in "holding back
arguments"

red = answers after talk with tevi, 14 July

kept egalitarian through division of labor/ knowledge

very much tied to traditional knowledge, not so
much the case with modern/ "universal" knowledge

"if you know how to relate to other people, this is
more important than knowledge alone"

"important role of indigenous education"

Peer-learning and questioning: "even challenging
equals is OK, but not people in authority or seniors"

"people can ask questions, but in a certain way...
need to request elaborations, not 'why this, not

that?'"

"universal concepts not worthwhile for
community but is worthwhile for jobs,

advancement in modern world"

cultural knowledge only governed by
cultural restrictions

Aversion to question Authority:
consensual decision also result in

"holding back arguments", so less likely
to ask questions, selective imparting of

knowedge means that sometimes
teachers will not provide all information

because it is not appropriate 

Layers of simplicity: Not just simple to
hard, but rote to perceptual. Practice then
concept. Teach building blocks, then build

with blocks

elaborations okay

E-anonymity or shyness? 

Consensus is built by agreeing and then honing or
adding to a previous statement

Consensus is built by agreeing
and then honing or adding to

a previous statement

Cultural approaches to knowledge are often
restricted to cultural knowledge, not imported/

western/ "universal" knowledge


